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Washington’s Bible Says He Was B

L.1» records—what
can Lell.
romance, sometimes
in their disclosures,

It would seem that

startling

February 22,

securely on accurate historical facts

slories they
Sometimes full of

Washington's
birthday, observed for so many years on
was a celebration founded

But Historians Now Say it Was February 22, and They Are Right in
Their Way—When Was Birthday First Celebrated?—An Agree-
ment of President Wilson and Senator Lodge.
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTS OFF HIS
INGTON WHILE COMMANDER-IN-C]
FPAGE OF HIS ACCOUNT BOOK FOR

Yet buried in the family Bible of Wash-
Ington’s mother and written in her own
handwriting is an entry which makes
one pause with surprise. There she has
clearly, recorded the astounding state-
men that George Washington was born
on February 11,

Certainly no one should know more
about this Important event than Mre.
Washington,

There It Is in black and white in her
own handwriting:

“George Washinglon, son to Augustine
and Mary, his wife, was borne ye 11th

RING

O the Editor: As you probably

read in the papers they's been

a lot of Nu around here as

well as elsewheres but the

only bacillicicici witch has bit me so

far 18 the grand opera germ that costs

Just as much but maybe don't kill as

many people though at lemxse 1 and

sometimes 2 or 8§ of the performers
dies in the last act,

Well 1 told my friends in last wks
iesue about seeing Geraldine in poor
Butterfly down to the opera house in
N. Y. cliv so the otlhier dav the Mis,
made the remark that the Chicago
opera ringere wae at the theater ro
on acct. of us being from old Chi vou
might say why we figured It wasn't
no more than fair to go there 1 night
s0 1 looked in' the paper and seen
where Rosie Raisa was going to play
Norma and she is the bLest soprano
ginger I cever heard outside of maybe
Nora Baves so0 1 said leave us go and
hear her.

S0 1 day 1 couldn't helf®fromn being
in N. Y. city s0o I went up to the thea-

ter and halled out a roll of bills tha!

would choke a gnat,

‘Well" savs the bird in the box of-
fice "it certaluly seems good to see a
guy from old Chi, How are vou?"

“I wonder if you could ix me up for
next Tuesday night for Rosie in Nor-
ma” 1 said sticking my rell back in
my thimble.

“You bet I can” said the bird "and if
it wasn't going to be a rell out I
wouldu't take your money.”

I Just set this down to show how 1
stand with birds from old Chi. Ile
teok my money but he wouldn't if he
could help it.

Well Tuesday night finely come and
wure enough It was a sell out and be-
Sided every seat being full they was 2
or § 180 persons parked on thoir dogs

; ' #nd you had (# houdini your way to

‘tour seal. Well £ of the N. Y. music

EXPENSES WERE KEPT BY WASH-
HEF. ABOVE IS A FACSIMILE OF A
APRIL, 1776,

of February, 1732, about 10 in the morn-
ing, and was baptized the 31 of April
following, Mr, Beverly Whiting and
Capt. Christopher Brooks, godfathers,
and Mrs., Mildred cGregory, godmother,”
Family Bibles, especially in  those
times, were the last word in accuracy,
w0 this statemen! tnust
indisputable.

b aceepted as

o A Kk
And yet the 224 is unguestioned as
the national celebration of the birthday
of our first Y'vesident. More than that,
the two foremost biographers of Wash-
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FAC-GIMILE OF TMK ENTAY OF WAMMINGTON'S BIATH IN Mi$ MOTHLRS BIBLE

ington, Senator Lodge and
Wilson, agree in stating that Washing -
ton was born on February 22, Kven on
cotemporary subjects one or the other
of these two stateemen must be right
When they agree their joint statements
should be considercd correct.

Washington'a mother on one side and
l.odge and Wilson, united, on the other;
here la the mystery.

On second thought the apparent dis-
crepancy I8 easily solved,
Boith sides are right.
all roads lead 1o
nuzzle ends there,

the key.
By the latter

1'resident

Ag it is said,
Rome; at least this
I'ope Gregory holds

part of the sixteenth
century the calendar year bad beconme
askew with the astrouomical year, It
seemed important that a readjnstment
be made and Mope Gregory X1, after
careful consultation with ithe
men of his time, decreed that in 1582
ten days should be dropped and ar-
ranged what has since been called the
Gregovian calendar. The mandite of the
Pope was followed thal year hy Spain,
Mortugal, 1taly and France, but England
would have none of it and continued on
the busis of the old calendar for another
century and a Lhalf.

By 1762 in England the discrepancy
had mounted up to eleven days, and the
disaldvantages of two sysiems of dates
WwWias causing great annovance, L owas
necessary to date letters going from
IKngland or her colonies to France with
the days of both systems; for instance,
February 11-12, So at last 1o avoid all
this confusion England officially adopted
the Gregorian ealendar and decrecd that
c¢leven days be omitted in the year 1752
between September § and September 14

learned

* ¥ ok ¥
S0 for Washington, his birthday In
1353 and uall succecding years fell on
February 22, How fortunate young
George must have considered himee!f

not to have been born on one of those|

illusive eleven days which were lost en-
tirely in that momentous year of 1752!
How puzzled he would then have been
in alter years to have known how ola
he really was!

But there is another record which
throws lHglit on what was probably tle
first public recognition of his birthday,
This time the record is in his own hana-
writing. While commandaer-in-chief of

SewnTore, Detagbee a1,
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o wich 1he dospult griel
pomper eyt
sur i

H-Mum'm

Batwrday evvaing, the 1y '
lnsmvmarory aleftion of
hroat, which put 2 peried w0 hib
ce ln 1) hoers.
The grief which wa fulffer on
ruly meurnful occallen, would
fume degree alevisted, if we
God sbiliries ¢o do fullica %o
its of this Wylrua denglolle
ndj but, scalciows of eur
+ "o Biak from rhe (;
of the fubjell. Toths lmpes
ial sod aloquent biflorien, there
ore, we conlgn e high 1ad gruis
vl ofler of exhivieing the kfe
10 Wallingten (o the preftmt
s aad to gesasations yet wn
1 prfell modad of ol thut 8
o Mabde, groat, and dignified
Owur festings, bowerar, wil}
ot peronid w0 Rwbesr eblerving
het the @lintereR 4 aad
fordors ryadared by
sa 40 thely Unlted Suye

A the Field and la the Cabiost
" welled In the bearus of
acry mes, mos smegis of
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WASMIN UTON wa s, 2¢ 3LD

AN EDITORIAL CONCERNING THR
DEATH OF WASHINGTON IN THE

AEW YORK GAZETTE, DECEMBER
21, 1799,

the continental armies, with all his
other responsibilities and duties, Wash-
Ington found time to keep exact records
of all his expenses. These expense ac-

. LARDNER’'S WEEKLY

critice sald the next A M. that it was
the 18! time Norma had been sang for
140 yrs. except in Chicago witch of
coarde don't count and the last time
It was really sang was by Lilli Lem-
onn in N. Y. eity the yr. Lord Corn-
wallis run for president so anvy way
its a old old story and I guess | may
as well tell you what its about

Well it seems that in the old dayvs
when Gallia was omuoes divisia in
partea tres they was a Elke lodge over
there witch they called the druida and
the minute you joined them vou was
exempl from military service and vou
didn’t half to pay no taxes aund I
guess they didn't bave no trouble in-
creasalng  their memberships. The
only draw backs was that you had to
worghip a oak tree and live on acrous

and you couldn't have no childven
Witeh i# why pretiy near everybody
in the show waus old geezers with
beards

Well in this show 1t slarts out Lhat
Lthe wops have knocked the Galle for

a touchdown and gool and they's a
bird name Pollio from Roma who
has been placed in charge of the

druids and it keems like him and Nor-
ma who is arch queen of the diuids
has been married or something and
suy way they have got 2 children 1 of
them 7 yrs, old and the other 9 and on
acet, of it being vs the druids laws
to have children, Rosie hns Iynl liers
a secrel and I will half to slip it to
her for so doing, as8 personly 1 know
something about childern and T will
give anybody §900.00 that can keep
them a gecrel 9 minutes to say noth-
ing about 8 yrs )

But I seemn (o of strayed off of the
plot. Yt secmim that this wop Poliio
finely gets stuck on another gal
Myrna Sharlow and she modestly
owns the same up to Fosie so Rosie
cusses her but Myrna says she won't
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“I'LL, GIVE ANY ONK

8900 THA'I' T'AN

KEEP THEM A SECRET NINE

MINUTES, TO SAY NOTHING OF NINE YEARMS®

have nothing more to do wilth the
bird so the show goes on,

Well T will half to give you some

before | can Nluigh this stoery. (Laugh-
ler and cheers.) Well il seems like
tha drulde i like all other grand

more of the by laws of the drulds opsra wtars and when they want to

”

orn on Feb. [ 1

" the Library of Congres

counts were .«Wﬂ\“l years ago made
available by their ransferral from the
Treasugy lh-p.n!.ru& to the Library of
Congress, whero theg Were placed witn
the great collectlon of Washington's
papers there. John Fitzpatrick, the
assistant chief, ma nuscript division of
has issued in
a limited edition a tacsimile reproduc-
tion of part of these expense accounts,
In one of Washington's ¢uly expense
account books thers is an entry, under
date of February 22, 1778, which reads:

Cash pald the Sl inst, te Proctor's
band by the G, O ... ey . Tt
* & & %

An Interpretation of this brief nole

shows that the band or Col. Proctor's
4th Continental Artillery apparently
took it upon itself to merenade the coin-
mander-in-chief. This old record brings
to light that Valley FForge, with all that
that name means of privations and suf-
faring, was the setting where was stuged” *
what was undoubtedly the firat recogni-
tlon In any publlc way of Washington's
birthday.

There ls still another record of (howe
revolulionary times which touches us
perhaps most poignantly today. 7o the,
French is credit due for the firat public
celebration of Washington's birthday.
It was in February, 1781, that Comte de
tochambeau, with true French spirit,
declared a holiday for the French troops
who were then located in Connecticut,
Washington's hirthday fell that year on
Sunday, so the French general specified
that the following Monday be set aside
for the celebration of the birthday of his
commander, whom he so highly es-
teemed,

It was another of the many evidences
of the close ties hetween France and
America which existed in revolutlonary
times, It was on that memorable ocen-
sion that was first laid the foundation
of our national Loliday

Good Returners.

1‘)“1:.\1.\N WANAMAKER
N dinner in Philadelphia:

“We Americans arve the most
erous buyers in the world. We
also very lavish in returning to the

sabd aut A

Eens-
ure

accommodating dealers the things
that we have bought.
“An American traveler was being

shown over Warwick Castle

WiThia 'ere tower, his guide told
him impressively, ‘goes bhack to Wil-
liam the Conqueror.'

“oWhy, what's the matter wilh iy &
gald the traveler. ‘Aln‘t it satisfacs
tory?' "

A Necessary Warning.

N Army officer waa describing the
% horrible sufferings of (zechoslo-
vakia, Esthonia, Courland and Ru-
mania, and the necessity for supply-
ing them with American meat and
grain.

A young lady, smiling abhove a huge
fan of ostrich plumes, sald:

“Look here, we don't mind feeding
those small nations, but for goodness
sake tell them to stop fighiting be-
lween meals!”

LETTER

exprass deep emotion they hit them-
salf with the flat of their hand and
they usually pick out a plagce where
it won't hurt namely the top of the
head. But that do
with this story.

Well in atto duo when Iosia found

has nothing Lo

out that Pollilo was now stuck on
Myrna for some reason anothec poe
decided to Lkill her childern and |
have often felt the same way but
just couldn't de it when it comp to
flie pinch and neither could she a0
they was no kids murdere;ll ll;_}_hiu

opera but it seems (Lhat they wan
another by law of the druids that if’
you done something wrong you had,
to kill yourself and they always had
a fire going Bo you could step into it
and burn up so in the last act Rosie
owns up to her old man that she has
got a couple kida and her and the
father of her children steps Into the
fire and down comes the ashestos cur-§'-
tain mo the guys that have paid $6.60
won't ba burnt also and the next
idear I8 to rum out and get, p taxi
for the G, C, depot and try and ’I;H(!
the 11:380 traln. el

L am afrald | haven'l dem:-ibe@.‘ in
opera very good but will say I.‘I.”;
tough ondito tell about and ne ™an-
der it takes 140 yre. to gel randy for
it and in regurds to dhe 'mhwsi¢ ty 4
Bellinl why all as I can say Is that
he stole & of his best tunes #rom .
Nearer To Thes and SBo Long TLetty
and the Mocking Bird, -

Next wk. dear editor 1 will try and
not write no more opera sLufr uniess
some bird glves me a pair of tickein
without helding out his hand lke
they wue a aftermath or something.

RING W. LARDNER,
sreenwich, Conu,, Feb. 20,

(Copyright, 1920, by the Ball Syudicate fae.)

ek Rl 3 . 4

b e AN g e




